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g) : Roma Tearne the writer of the novel Brixton Beach, analyzes the quandary of Sri Lankan

*}% migrants living 1n a Western society and how some of the female characters triumph their
rface as individuals with their own logic of
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“Cultural Studies is an innovative imcnlisciplinnr_\' field of research and teaching that

inv estigates the w avs in which “culture™ ¢

“ates and transforms individual experiences, cveryday

life, social relations and power™, Cultural life is not only apprehensive witly symbolic

Communication, it is also the realm in which we set combined tasks for ourselves and begin to

grapple with them as changing communities,

Teamne in this novel brings in her torments through the character's voice. She uses

memory as a too] in the novel to bring forth the brutal realities of the island. Through her own

Memory she writes about her hometown which she had leﬁ carlier as a child. Susan Wyndham

has characterized the usage of memory as a tool in the novel. In retrospect it is clear that Tearne

FRERSONG 2 o -

has effectively evoked a child’s sense of time and an adult's languorous memories of childhood.

Teamne presents the character Alice who can be identified as the writer herself. The
brutalities of the Island are portrayed where a Tamil doctor shows his hatred for a Sinhalese
patient. Alice the granddaughter of Bee abscords the Island and sets out to the UK for a better

1 8 N She o a
future. She travels along with Sita, a woman who faces a series of terrible events. She enters

2 : , . . , into an artist according to the
rash i R A he w]dens her skill and dev CIOPS m
- loveless marriage and has a son. S

wish of her grandfather

x he leave
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adhered to by all Sri Lankan cultures is the besis of the country’s long life.

Tearne brings forth the characteristic trzits of belonging o the Sinhzk: 2nd Tzmil pr—

Being an offspring of both the groups she mentions the discriminztions ezch group suffars o
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The British, afler their invasion of the Island, treats Sri Lanka as one single unit of
administration under one central authority. Tamil people settle in Sri Lanka in large numbers. A é’
]
9

large number of Tamils, due to their advancement in education takes up employment in the civil

-
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services to emerge as a special privileged social class. The Sinhalese on the opposite side,
lacking in modern education, enter agriculture and other rural jobs. A fecling of isolation

develops for the Sinhalese within their native place. Tamils thus settles in the Island in the hope

of a better future.
The novelist portrays the dynamics of an inter-caste marriage and the struggle, pain
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and suffering which follows later. Sita, a Singhalese born into the Fonseka family falls in love

w/ (l

with Stanley, a Tamil and eventually gets married to him. Their daughter Alice, the protagonist

of the novel becomes an eye-witness to her family disputes, her father’s decision to settle in the

“i

UK in the hope of better luck and fortune. Alice comes back with her mother Sita to the Sea
H‘0u5e up on the Mount Lavinia Hill which belongs to her maternal grandparents. Brixton Beach

is the name of Tearne’s own home in Britain where they live after leaving Sri Lanka. Tearne in

_ heli quging for her past gives the same name to the novel as well as the house in the novel.

“Tearne mentions the changes that happen within Sri Lanka. In Alice’s family, we find
a ‘.a'mil doctor due to the racial discrimination neglects proper medication to her mother

attention. His lack of timely care leads to the

mity hOSpital but the Sinhalese doctor pays no
‘ “Why should we help breed more Tamils? As if this co antr

eath of anmfantdurmg child care.
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forget her homeland. ** *Listen, Putha,’ |
is i - {irs > xre born here. That’s a powerfi o .
himself Out of the story," this is your first home, you were I ul hin

don’t ever forget it. But it may not be your last.... It will be beautiful in England cven thougp, the

difference will surprise you (82-83).”

The migration of the Tamil people to the UK is not an unusual task. All the people ¢,
migrate there in the hope that they could look after the needs of their family better. The people
there too have to face rﬁany nuances but they silently endure them due to the brutal trauma ip
their homeland. “The Tamil diasporas are very successful men. They are also an important part

of our fight against all the injustices we are enduring here. You musn’t forget that either!” »

(106).

Though the family in the Island doesn’t want their relatives to leave their homeland and
migrate to other places, they pray that the relatives should be safe and rescued from the disaster
in the Island. Bee, the grandfather of Alice has always trained Alice on the importance of
survival. He makes her understand that if a person can survive in the homeland he can surely

survive in any place he is introduced to. He always nurtures her with good thoughts and good

beliefs that the migration to the UK would surely influence her in a positive way even in her art

of drawing.

Alioe detests her life in London. She always has a habit of talking whatever came into her

‘mind to her grandfather. She assumes that he was also responding to her voice. Her alienation

grows to such an extent that she wants to return to Sri Lanka and live with her grandparents. Sita,

:‘.:Page | 391
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She feels that th
ey have a i .
meaningful conversation which inspires her always. Tim her husband
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divorces her, findi
nding the .
? S fact she gave more importance 1o her art. Alice feels sad that as an

immigrant she has to face a lot of problems in another place.

ymbolic meaning that she has the

Tearne’s act of crossing the boundary indicates a s

The present experience

f;: : prerogative to Cross the man made boundaries with her double identity-
with the settlers helps her to relearn some words of the language that che has almost lost. Tearne
has made use of many Indian words in her novels. These words aren’t something which is new 10
- {he language she uses

of the present gap with

' her. As she is familiar with these words in spite
them to create a native ton¢ in her language. Though she has written these novels as an outside
she has taken special care to create a familiarity with the nation.
o : ée;tain Tamil words used by the novelist in her novels are ‘ekel stick’, ‘l\\zm\h

and ¢kirbath’. She
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or with the native place

% i ineness of the auth ' . »
sense of belongingness Teame writes for a Briitish

”
. .o comments that,
native touch in her novels. Charles Saravan con Lo

O L ense, and its violence
L ¢ m onc s ’
i sauty “‘exotl

i i and’s tropical be

readership which finds the Isl

: . . kade, utha,pirith and so on.”
“exotic” in another. Sinhala words increase the feel of foreignness P

: ists and Hindus the
Sri Lankan cuisine is renowned for being hot and spicy. For Buddhis

) . f reconciliation and
sharing of food between family and relatives symbolize the importance O
. . “Ri I of life and
harmony. Emma Boyle mention the importance of kiribath as, “Rice, a symbo

. : i ntempora
fertility, is the main food used in nearly every ceremonial occasion alongside more co porary
sweet foods....it’s a baby’s first solid meal, it it the first food that the bride and groom share, and
it is ritually prepared at the opening of a new business venture or when a couple moves into their

new home, to ensure a lucky and propitious beginning.”

Using the backdrop of the Sri Lankan Civil War, Tearne has beautifully illustrated the
realities of the life in Sri Lanka and the UK. The narrative in Brixton Beach details on what
happens when a country is plagued by inter-racial disputes and civil wars. In the case of Sri
Lanka, the violent atrocities cause the whole community to live in fear: a fear that generates an
atmosphere in which silence reigns on key social issues. By giving an autobiographical touch to
her characters she has presented her own torments and fears she has endured as a native of Sri
Lanka and how the life in the UK has changed her life to a better one, She acknowledges the fact
that a complete uprooting of a person is not possible and thus the search for the roots will always

have a proper depth in one’s own homeland.

In the age of globalization, the demarcation line of culture and heritage becomes no

longer useful. The main dilemma arises when the two different cultural people and their

- Page 1393
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